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Press Release 

Padma Shri Daitari Naik Joins in the 

54th World Earth Day Day Celebrations by Vedanta at Barbil 

Barbil, 24th April’24: On World Earth Day 2024, Vedanta Sesa Goa’s Iron Ore Orissa 

(IOO) reiterated its commitment towards promoting environmental sustainability with a 

comprehensive program aimed at raising awareness and imbibing a culture to embrace 

sustainable practices within the community. The event was carried out in the esteemed 

presence of Padma Shri Daitari Naik, affectionately known as the Canal Man of Odisha, 

whose dedication to environmental conservation has been an inspiration for many. 

As part of the initiative and in-line with the occasion, IOO distributed 54 fruit-bearing trees 

to the Nadidhi Village’s Self-Help Group (SHG) led by women, empowering them to 

positively contribute toward improving the environment of their locality while promoting 

biodiversity and sustainability. In addition, an awareness session was conducted on the 

theme “Impact of Plastic Usage on Health” led by the Medical and Health Unit (MHU) 

team. The session aimed to educate participants on the adverse effects of plastic on both 

human health and the environment, emphasizing the importance of reducing plastic 

consumption and adopting eco-friendly alternatives. 

A tree plantation ceremony was also carried out at Vedanta’s office premise in the 

esteemed presence of Padma Shri Daitari Naik, symbolic of IOO’s commitment to 

environmental stewardship and its dedication to creating a greener and healthier planet. 

Sharing his thoughts on the occasion, Padma Shri Daitari Naik said, 'I highly admire 

Vedanta Sesa Goa’s long-standing commitment towards promoting sustainability and 

their initiatives that have had a positive impact on the environment and the community at 

large. Today’s youth plays a vital role in inspiring positive change within the community & 

hence, I urge the youth to embrace sustainable practices and promote it positively. It is 

only with such dedicated efforts can we make this world a better place to live in.' 

As part of the program, winners of the World Earth Day quiz competition that conducted 

prior to the event were also felicitated. These included vedanta employees including Saad 

Rizvi (HR), Shreyasi Sen (Mining), & Namita Behera (TSD) from IOO. 

Expressing his views, Biswanath Sahoo, COO, IOO, said, 'As we commemorate World 

Earth Day, Vedanta Sesa Goa’s Iron Ore Orissa (IOO) is proud to lead by example for 

environmental stewardship. Through tangible actions like tree distributions, educational 

sessions, and recognizing our employees' contributions, we're actively shaping a 
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sustainable future for generations to come. Our commitment towards ‘giving back’ isn't 

just a thought – it's a daily practice rooted in our belief that every small step counts 

towards a greener, healthier planet for all.” 

About Vedanta Limited: 

Vedanta Limited, a subsidiary of Vedanta Resources Limited, is one of the world’s leading Oil & 

Gas and Metals company with significant operations in Oil & Gas, Zinc, Lead, Silver, Copper, Iron 

Ore, Steel, and Aluminium & Power across India, South Africa and Namibia. For two decades, 

Vedanta has been contributing significantly to nation-building. Governance and sustainable 

development are at the core of Vedanta's strategy, with a strong focus on health, safety, and the 

environment. Vedanta has put in place a comprehensive framework to be the ESG leader in the 

natural resources sector. Vedanta is committed to reducing carbon emissions to zero by 2050 or 

sooner and has pledged $5 billion over the next 10 years to accelerate the transition to net zero 

operations. Giving back is in the DNA of Vedanta, which is focused on enhancing the lives of local 

communities. The company’s flagship social impact program, Nand Ghars, have been set up as 

model Anganwadi’s focused on eradicating child malnutrition, providing education, and 

healthcare, and empowering women with skill development. Under the aegis of the Anil Agarwal 

Foundation, the umbrella entity for Vedanta’s social initiatives, the Vedanta group has pledged 

Rs 5000 crore over the next five years on social impact programmes with a thrust on nutrition, 

women & child development, healthcare, animal welfare, and grass-root level sports. Vedanta 

and the group companies company have been featured in Dow Jones Sustainability Index 2020, 

and was conferred Frost & Sullivan Sustainability Awards 2020, CII Environmental Best Practices 

Award 2020, CSR Health Impact Award 2020, CII National Award 2020 for Excellence in Water 

Management, CII Digital Transformation Award 2020, ICSI National Award 2020 for excellence in 

Corporate Governance, People First HR Excellence Award 2020, ‘Company with Great Managers 

2020’ by People Business and certified as a Great Place to Work 2021. Vedanta Limited is listed 

on the Bombay Stock Exchange and the National Stock Exchange. For more information, please 

visit www.vedantalimited.com 

About Sesa Goa Iron Ore Business 

Sesa Goa Iron Ore Business of Vedanta Limited is engaged in exploration, mining, and 

processing of iron ore. The company was founded in 1954 as Scambi Economici SA Goa. Since 

then, it has grown to be one among the top low-cost producers of iron ore in the country. During 

1991-1995, it diversified into the manufacture of pig iron and metallurgical coke. It has also 

developed indigenous and environment-friendly technology for producing high quality 

metallurgical coke. Sesa Goa Iron Ore also has two waste heat recovery power plants of total 

capacity 60 MW that produces clean power by using the waste heat recovery from its coke ovens 

and blast furnace gas. Sesa Goa Iron Ore operations in India are in Goa, Karnataka and Odisha. 

For further information please contact: 

Sandhya Malik 

Chief Corporate Communication Officer, 

http://www.vedantalimited.com/


 

Sensitivity: Internal (C3) 

Sesa Goa 

Tel: +91 9607969087 Email: sandhya.malik@vedanta.co.in 

  

  

 


